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From the Gold Falcon Principal Herald 
 
Greetings to one and all! 
 
I would like to thank all those individuals who give of their time and efforts in the service of heraldry for the 
Kingdom of Calontir and the Society. Whether itõs through an aspect of vocal heraldry (making event 
announcements, handling camp cries, doing court); field heraldry (calling rounds, directing participants, 
announcing winners); pageantry (presenting combatants & consorts, helping with display, holding heraldic 
competitions); book heraldry (creating devices, documenting names, running consulting tables, providing 
commentary); ceremonial & protocol heraldry (researching period grants, writing scroll text, keeping an Order 
of Precedence); silent heraldry (assisting those with hearing impairments) or through support of those 
involved in an aspect of heraldryéthe kingdom would not run as smoothly without your endeavors 
 
This is the third edition of the Calontir Heraldõs Handbook published for both heralds within the kingdom 
and other individuals interested in the various aspects that the art and science of heraldry takes within the 
SCA and in Calontir specifically. We hope that all will find this publication to be a valuable resource.  
 
As the SCAõs knowledge of heraldry continues to develop there come changes to the standards and policies 
that heralds need to be aware of.  Readers of this handbook will note some changes from previous editions, 
so whether you are new to heraldry, or are a more experienced herald, please take the time to read through 
the handbook to acquaint yourself with the material that it contains. 
 
In Service to Crown, Kingdom and Society, 
 
Mistress Jadwiga Marina Majewska, Gold Falcon Herald 
 

 

Disclaimer 
. 

This is the Calontir Heraldõs Handbook, a publication of the Calontir College of Heralds of the 
Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. presented for informational purposes. It is not a corporate 
publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA corporate 

policies. In many places it does delineate Calontir College of Heralds policies  
 

 
Credits 
Some of the material present herein which was written for earlier editions of this handbook has been edited where the 
facts have changed or concepts have needed clarification. Editors, authors (past and present), commenters, consultants 
and proof-readers of this handbook have contributed to the overall work, and include: Gawain of Miskbridge [Gold 
Falcon Emeritus, Green Anchor Herald], Mikhail Nikolaevich Kramolnikov [Gold Falcon Emeritus, Culuerene Herald], 
Madoc Arundel [Gold Falcon Emeritus, Shrike Herald], Christopher Amber [Gold Falcon Emeritus, Gold Penguin 
Herald], Lyriel de la Foret [Gold Falcon Emeritus], Andrixos Seljukroctonis [Lanner Herald], Suzanne de la Ferté [Silent 
Herald], Gotfrid von Schwaben [Red Hawk Herald Emeritus], Dorcas Whitecap [Batelier Herald], Ines Alfón [Saker 
Herald Emeritus, Blanch Tyger Herald], Odierne Lion [Condor Herald], Einarr Grimsson [Red Hawk Herald Emeritus, 
Saker Herald], Rohese de Dinan [Red Hawk Herald], Roberto Carlos Dominguez [Talon Herald Emeritus, Buteo 
Herald], Pipa Sparkes [Herald-at-Large], Gunnar Thorisson [Vert Hawk Herald: Armorial Herald],  Herman von Mandel 
[Blue Hawk Herald Emeritus, White Hawk Herald Emeritus], Ermenrich von Duisburg [White Hawk Herald Emeritus], 
Johanne of Fisher Gate [Sea-Sheep Herald], Briana Etain MacKorkhill [Purple Quill Herald], Modar Neznanich [Saker 
Herald Emeritus, Eyas Herald Emeritus, Habicht Herald, Volk Herald Extraordinary] and Jadwiga Marina Majewska 
[Gold Falcon Herald, Saker Herald Emeritus]    
   
© 2010 Calontir College of Heralds, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  
The original contributors retain the copyright of their articles. 
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College of Arms and College of Heralds 
 
There are two classifications of Heraldic Colleges within the SCA. At the Society level there is the College of 
Arms (CoA). The Laurel Sovereign of Arms (Laurel) is the principal heraldic officer of the Society and the 
head of the CoA. Laurel handles the administrative duties of the Society Heraldic Office and is responsible 
for fostering the study and practice of heraldry, establishing rules and making determinations regarding 
names, armory, titles and geographical designations for use in the Society. Assisting in this endeavor is the 
Pelican Sovereign of Arms (Pelican) who handles name submissions and the Wreath Sovereign of Arms 
(Wreath) who handles armory submissions. The CoA is further comprised of the Principal Heralds of all the 
kingdoms, staff heralds and commenters appointed by Laurel, as well as other heralds recommended by the 
Principal Heralds. The purpose of the CoA is to assist Laurel in studying medieval heraldic usage, developing 
heraldic rules for the Societyõs use and reviewing items submitted for registration. 
 
Each Kingdom has its own College of Heralds (CoH). These Colleges are composed of individuals within the 
kingdom who serve as heralds and pursuivants for the local groups and the kingdom.  
 

Calontir College of Heralds 
 
The Calontir College of Heralds is comprised of the Gold Falcon Principal Herald who is head of the CoH, 
various kingdom-level deputy and staff positions, all group heralds along with a variety of senior-level heralds 
and heralds-at-large. The purpose of the Calontir College of Heralds is to meet the heraldic needs of the 
kingdom and its populace, advise the SCA College of Arms on heraldic matters and to promote the pageantry 
of the medieval age within the SCA through ceremonies and heraldic display. A listing of the titled positions 
within the Calontir CoH with a brief description of duties involved follows.  
 
Principal Herald 
 
Gold Falcon Herald: Principal Herald of Calontir  
Oversees all other kingdom heraldic staff and all group heralds/pursuivants within the kingdom as well as the   
heralds-at-large/pursuivants-at-large. Responsibilities include overseeing the area of Court Heraldry for the 
kingdom; normally heralds Coronation Court and Crown Tourney Court; organizes any Grand March as 
required; heralds the finals of Crown List and is in charge of seeing the kingdomõs heraldic needs are met.  
 
Kingdom Heraldic Deputies and Staff 
 
Saker Herald: Submissions Deputy  
Herald in charge of the kingdom submissions process; publishes letters of intent; collects and disburses funds 
associated with heraldic registration; maintains kingdom archives of submitted & registered names, devices, 
and badges; arranges for consulting heralds for Lilies War and other Crown events on an òas requiredó basis. 
These duties may be performed by this herald or a member of their staff. 
 
Eyas Herald: Drop Dead Deputy  
Herald designated to step into the principal herald position if the Gold Falcon Herald has to step down 
unexpectedly. This position is selected by the Gold Falcon Principal Herald.  The Crown may also choose 
this individual to be the designated successor to the position when the current Gold Falcon Herald completes 
their term or prefer to open the Principal Herald for applications. 
 
Habicht Herald: Heraldic Education & Protocol Deputy 
Herald in charge of heraldic education; oversees the instruction of members of the College of Heralds of 
Calontir and ensures the minimum expected knowledge levels are met; coordinates with Royal University of 
Scyr Hafoc (RUSH) for inclusion of heraldry classes in their curriculum; provides protocol information. 
These duties may be performed by this herald or by a member of their staff.  



4   Calontir Heraldõs Handbook, 3rd Edition (A.S. XLIV) 

 

Batelier Herald: Field Heraldry Deputy 
Deputy in charge of field heraldry; arranges List heralds for Crown List, arranges field heralds and camp criers 
for Lilies War and other Crown events on an òas requiredó basis. These duties may be performed by this 
herald or by a member of their staff.  
 
White Hawk Herald: Personal Voice Herald for the King & Queen 
Provides vocal/court services to TRMs and arranges for court heralds when unavailable. Responsible for 
ensuring a Court Report from each of TRMs courts is provided to the Clerk of the Precedence, the Gold 
Falcon Herald and the MEWS (even if White Hawk does not do the court). This person may be selected by 
TRMs and approved by Gold Falcon or TRMs may ask Gold Falcon to provide such.   
 
Falconet Herald: Personal Protocol Herald for the Prince & Princess 
Acts as advisor to the Prince/Princess. Responsible for providing heraldic and protocol information to the 
Royal Heirs. This position has been created to assist first-time Royalty. This person may be selected by TRHs 
and approved by Gold Falcon or TRHs may ask Gold Falcon to provide such.   
 
Lanner Herald: Ceremonies Deputy 
Herald responsible for maintaining the ceremonies used throughout Calontir, primarily for creation of peers 
and the coronation of kings and queens; but may archive any formal ceremony used in an official capacity. 
This position works closely with their Known World counterpart. These duties may be performed by this 
herald or a member of their staff. 
 
Red Hawk Herald: External Commenting Deputy 
Herald responsible for Calontir commentary on other kingdom's submissions. Commentary of this type is a 
requirement by the Society Heraldõs Office for a kingdom to stay in good standing. These duties may be 
performed by this herald or a member of their staff.  
 
Kite Herald: Northeast Regional Deputy 
Herald responsible for overseeing the heraldic activities of these groups: Axed Root, Coeur d'Ennui, Deodar, 
Flinthyll, Heraldshill, La Grande Tente, NoMountain and Shadowdale. Heraldic reports from these branches 
should be sent to this regional deputy. 
 
Sparrow Hawk Herald: Northwest Regional Deputy  
Herald responsible for overseeing the heraldic activities of these groups: Crescent Moon, Dun Ard, Lonely 
Tower, Lost Moor, Mag Mor and Spinning Winds. Heraldic reports from these branches should be sent to 
this regional deputy. 
 
Harrier Herald: Central Regional Deputy 
Herald responsible for overseeing the heraldic activities of these groups: Amlesmore, Aston Tor, Bellewode, 
Carlsby, Cum an Iolair, Forgotten Sea, Ivory Keep, Loch Smythe, Lost Forest and Standing Stones. Heraldic 
reports from these branches should be sent to this regional deputy. 
 
Buteo Herald: Southeast Regional Deputy 
Herald responsible for overseeing the heraldic activities of these groups: Burj al Mudirah, Calanais Nuadh,  
Grimfells, Gryphon's Keep, Merkiborg, Oakheart, Three Rivers and Wyvern Cliffe. Heraldic reports from 
these branches should be sent to this regional deputy. 
 
Gerfalcon Herald: Southwest Regional Deputy 
Herald responsible for overseeing the heraldic activities of these groups: Bois d'Arc, Crystal Mynes, Golden 
Sea, Moonstone (formerly Fyren-Ar), Vatavia and Westumbria. Heraldic reports from these branches should 
be sent to this regional deputy. 
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Blue Hawk Herald: Clerk of the Precedence Deputy 
Person responsible for maintaining a record of all awards, titles, and court proceedings, and publishes the 
Kingdom Order of Precedence.   
 
Vert Hawk Herald: Armorial Deputy 
Person responsible for maintaining the Kingdom On-Line Armorial.   
 
Goodhand Herald: Silent Heraldry Deputy 
Person responsible for organizing Silent Heraldry volunteers (folks proficient in sign language willing to do 
courts and other activities). Knowledge of sign language is not required but is helpful. 
 
Kestrel Herald: Publications Deputy 
Herald in charge of publications; responsible for maintaining, updating and publishing the Heralds 
Handbook, administrative forms (other than submission and reporting forms), functional aids and other 
publications relevant to the conduct of heraldry. 
 
Purple Quill Herald: Assistant to the Principal Herald 
Person noted as Staff Assistant to the Gold Falcon Herald. Duties and responsibilities vary from each 
Principal Heraldõs tenure.   
 
Historian: Kingdom History  Deputy 
Person responsible for maintaining the Kingdom Histories. 
 
NOTE:  Some of these positions, such as Kestrel, Eyas, Lanner, Goodhand, Batelier, Purple Quill, etc may 
not be filled at certain times, depending on the desires of the current Gold Falcon Herald in assigning 
responsibilities amongst the Heraldic Staff. The position of Falconet Herald may not be filled if the Prince & 
Princess prefer not to have or does not need a personal heraldic advisor. White Hawk may also be left vacant 
if the Royalty prefers to handle Royal Courts with local heralds rather than having a specific personal herald. 
 
Branch Heralds 
These are the heralds who hold the office of Herald for a SCA group. Their job is to assist local members 
with obtaining names and armory and providing the local group with service in the areas of event heraldry, 
field heraldry, court heraldry, etc. A branch herald may have a title as Calontir allows a group of any size to 
register a title for their herald or they may likewise simply have their herald use ò<Group Name> Heraldó. 
By tradition in Calontir, when registering a heraldic title a barony would register the title with the designator 
Pursuivant and other groups would register the title with the designator Herald. The current list of groups 
with registered heraldic titles is: 
 
 Baronies 
 

Hippogriff Pursuivant  - Three Rivers Baronial Herald  
Fountain Pursuivant   - Forgotten Sea Baronial Herald  
Caltrop Pursuivant    - Vatavia Baronial Herald  
Cabochard Pursuivant - Coeur d'Ennui Baronial Herald  
Anser Pursuivant     - Lonely Tower Baronial Herald  
Gemshorn Pursuivant   - Mag Mor Baronial Herald  
 
Shires, Cantons, etc 
 
Talon Herald      - Cúm an Iolair Group Herald  
Sea-Sheep Herald    - Aston Tor Group Herald   
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Herald-at-Large 
This is a term used in Calontir to refer to any active herald who does not hold a heraldic office for a group, 
their kingdom or the Society. It is used interchangeably with the term pursuivant-at-large. It is the job of 
heralds-at-large to assist local groups and the kingdom offices with service in the areas of book heraldry, 
event heraldry, field heraldry, court heraldry, etc. 
 
Individual Heralds with Titles  
Individuals who have served as Gold Falcon Herald may register an Emeritus Herald Title, if they so choose. 
Individuals who have served as a primary deputy and done exceptional work -may- be granted the privilege of 
an Emeritus Herald Title, if the Gold Falcon Herald so chooses (although this has been rare in Calontir 
history). Individuals who have been of great service to the heraldic community, either at kingdom level or 
Society level, -may- be granted the privilege of a Personal Heraldic Title by the Gold Falcon Herald, the 
Crown or the Laurel-Sovereign-of-Arms. Additionally there is the rank-title of Herald Extraordinary that may 
be bestow by the Laurel-Sovereign-of-Arms or the Crown of a Kingdom (in consultation with the Laurel 
Office). As noted in the SCA College of Arms March 2008 LoAR Cover Letter: òThe College of Arms has a 
rank of Herald Extraordinary that has a long and honored history. The rank was formally created and defined 
in the July 1981 cover letter by Wilhelm Laurel. The intent of the rank is to recognize and reward ô... those 
heralds who have greatly served the College of Heralds and/or the College of Arms and have achieved the 
highest level of competence in heraldry.õ"  A list of heralds throughout the SCA with titles can be seen at: 
http://www.modaruniversity.org/Titled.htm 

 
 

http://www.modaruniversity.org/Titled.htm
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Administrative Duties 

The reporting schedule for heralds in Calontir is as follows: 
 
Local heralds have quarterly and Domesday reports due on the following schedule:  
 1st Quarter ð 15th of April 
 2nd Quarter ð 15th of July 
 3rd Quarter ð 15th of October 
 4th Quarter ð 15th of January 
 Domesday ð 15th of January 
 
Local heralds should retain a copy of all reports in their files and copy them to their Seneschal and/or 
Baronage. Copies should then be sent to the Regional Deputy for your area. They are as follows: 
 

Kite Herald: Northeast Regional Deputy: Axed Root, Coeur d'Ennui, Deodar, Flinthyll, Heraldshill, 
La Grande Tente, Loch Meadhonach, NoMountain and Shadowdale. 

 
Sparrow Hawk Herald: Northwest Regional Deputy: Crescent Moon, Dun Ard, Lonely Tower,  
Lost Moor, Mag Mor and Spinning Winds. 

 
Harrier Herald: Central Regional Deputy: Amlesmore, Aston Tor, Bellewode, Carlsby, Cum an Iolair, 
Forgotten Sea, Ivory Keep, Loch Smythe, Lost Forest and Standing Stones. 

 
Buteo Herald: Southeast Regional Deputy: Burj al Mudirah, Calanais Nuadh, Grimfells,  
Gryphon's Keep, Merkiborg, Oakheart, Three Rivers and Wyvern Cliffe. 

 
Gerfalcon Herald: Southwest Regional Deputy: Bois d'Arc, Crystal Mynes, Golden Sea,  
Moonstone (formerly Fyren-Ar), Vatavia and Westumbria. 
 

Local Heralds should use the Heraldõs Quarterly Report Form for their quarterlies and the Heraldõs 
Domesday Report Form for their end-of-year reporting. A Quarterly Reports is an overview of the last 
quarterõs activity of the office. The Domesday report is an overview of the last yearõs activity (usually 
compiled from the quarterly reports) along with a general assessment of the state of the office and any 
hopes/plans for the next year. Report forms are found in the forms section of this handbook and online at:  
http://calontir.sca.org/herald/index.html 
 
 
Regional Heralds have quarterly and Domesday reports due on the following schedule: 
 1st Quarter ð April 30th 
 2nd Quarter ð July 31st 
 3rd Quarter ð October 31st 
 4th Quarter ð January 31st 
 Domesday ð January 31st 
 
Regional Heralds reports are sent directly to Gold Falcon. They should consist of an overview of the reports 
that the office has received along with copies of each local report. The Domesday report is a written overview 
of the last yearõs activity and any comments or plans for the next year. 
 
 

http://calontir.sca.org/herald/index.html
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Deputy Heralds (other than Regionals) are asked to make semi-annual overview reports of their offices 
activities during the previous months. These reports should be in writing directly to Gold Falcon and are due 
July 31st and January 31st. 
 
 
Gold Falcon has quarterly and Domesday reports due on the following schedule: 
 The end of May 
 The end of August 
 The end of November 
 The end of February 
 Domesday ð February 15th 
 
These reports are sent directly to the Laurel Sovereign of Arms. Quarterly reports should include a current 
warrant roster of heralds in the Kingdom, as well as an overview of activity in the Kingdom. The Domesday 
or Annual report is an accounting of all heraldic activity in the Kingdom for the previous year as well as plans 
for the upcoming year and should include a current warrant roster. Copies of these reports are also sent to 
Their Royal Majesties, Their Royal Highnesses (if applicable) and the Kingdom Seneschal. Since all heraldic 
funds in Calontir are handled through the Exchequerõs Office, all financial reports come from there. 
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Duties of a Local Herald 
by Modar Neznanich 

The duties required to be completed by a local herald can vary. Factors that affect these duties include  
the rules and customs placed by the Society Herald's Office, the Kingdom Herald's Office  

and needs of the local group. 

A local herald should always check with their Kingdom superiors to be sure  
they are cognizant of all required duties designated by their Kingdom.  

First Responsibility: 
 
The one thing you should do immediately upon becoming the new herald for a group is to contact your 
kingdom superiors (regional herald and Gold Falcon Principal Herald). Inform them of your SCA name and 
the name of your SCA group and state that you are the new group herald. Supply them with your modern 
name, full mailing address, telephone number and email address (if applicable). Additionally, tell a bit about 
yourself. How much do you know about heraldry? What books and other heraldic resources do you have 
access to? This will allow them to know what assistance to begin providing. Finally, ask questions. Inquire 
about any recent rule changes, submission price changes and report deadlines. 

General Overview of Basic Duties: 

There are two main areas that are handled by the local herald's office. These are Vocal Heraldry and Book 
Heraldry. Vocal Heraldry can be broken down into four sections: Event Heraldry, Field Heraldry, Feast 
Heraldry and Court Heraldry. Book Heraldry consists of working with submissions of heraldic devices, 
badges, and names. Additionally it can involve forays into advice on heraldic display and on protocol. 

Involving the areas of Vocal Heraldry and Book Heraldry are required duties and suggested duties. Required 
duties ones that a local herald ðmustð see are taken care of. Suggested duties are additional activities that can 
enhance the heraldic experience, both for the local herald and the group's populace.  

Required duties: 

1) Herald local meetings/events. This involves announcing to the assembled populace any important 
messages or information they need to know. If this is done at a large site, it may require the herald to go to 
several different spots and repeat the announcements to ensure that everyone is made aware of them. 

2) Herald local tournaments. This involves acting as field herald. This is usually done for fighting 
tournaments, but other kinds of tourneys may require similar services. Specific procedures vary widely, 
depending on local customs, but basically this entails announcing to both the tournament participants and the 
assembled audience who is to report to the list field now, who should be preparing for the next round, and 
who is in line after that. The declaration of the winner is sometimes done by the herald and sometimes by the 
fighter marshal in charge. Before the tourney begins, check with the marshal to determine how this is to be 
handled. 

3) Herald local feasts. This generally involves two things: A) announcing to the assembled feasters when the 
next course is arriving and what it consists of. [It is best to meet with the feastocrat (head cook, feast steward) 
prior to the serving of feast and making a list of the courses, and a set of signals to let you know when to 
announce the next remove] and B) announcing any performers when it is time for them to perform.   
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NOTE: There are occasions when the Baronage and/or Royalty may wish to present an award at feast. This 
is generally treated like a mini-court. 

4) Herald local courts. This usually involves standing behind or next to the seats of the Baronage and/or 
Royalty and calling forth from the assembled populace, those requested. This is most times followed by the 
reading of the text on the scroll of the award being given. Another duty sometimes involved in heralding a 
court is the reading of oaths being administered or received. This usually requires the herald to advance to the 
side of those participating in the oath and quietly reading the text to them in a slow manner for them to recite 
aloud. 

NOTE: It is possible for Baronage and/or Royalty to bring a personal herald with them to do court. 
However, it is the responsibility of the local herald to check and be sure how the Baronage and/or Royalty 
wish to handle the heralding of court. Whichever method is used, the local herald is still responsible for filing 
a Court Report. 

5) Make regular reports regarding any heraldic activity in your group to the Kingdom. In Calontir this is done 
quarterly plus a year-end report (Domesday). Check with your Kingdom superiors for the exact deadline of 
these reports. 

6) Make court reports regarding any Kingdom level awards given at local events. This is a list of the 
recipient's name, the award received and what the award was given for. At the top of the list should be the 
group's name, the event's name, the date and the names of the Royalty presenting the awards. 

7) Maintain an Order of Precedence for the group. This is a listing of which members of your group have 
received which awards and the dates they received them. 

8) Assist group members with research/development of names and devices and preparing submissions. This 
involves consulting with the local populace on the design and creation of arms and persona names, 
conducting conflict checking of local submissions, ensuring that the local populace understands the current 
Rules for Submission that affect their submissions, acting as a collection point for the local submissions, 
working with the local Exchequer to ensure the proper exchange and payment of funds for submissions and 
forwarding submissions and payment to the Kingdom level. 

9) Maintain the local group's heraldic files. This is a collection of the submissions turned in by group 
members. These files should include registered elements, elements in process and elements that were returned 
due to problems/conflicts. 

10) Maintain the local group's heraldic library. Depending on funding, need and availability, this may be a few 
items or several boxes of items. 

Having Help:  

These duties represent a large amount of responsibility and work. However, the local herald is not required to 
do all the work themselves, but to see that the work is done. To this end, it is recommended that a herald (at 
any level) establish a staff to assist in the completion of duties, if at all possible. 

When establishing a staff, remember that not everyone is a vocal herald AND a book herald. Many people are 
better at one than the other, or are more interested in one than the other. Try to match the skills and interests 
of people with the tasks needing done.  
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NOTE: The local herald is responsible for reports, even if the activity is being handled by a member of their 
staff. 

Suggested additional duties: 

1) Set up a consultation table at events. Invite the heralds of other groups to assist you. Offer to run or assist 
at a consulting table at their events, if you are attending. 

2) Promote heraldic display and pageantry. This can include organizing and/or assisting in the construction of 
armorial regalia, such as banners, baldrics and tabards. This should be done in conjunction with your Arts & 
Sciences officer. 

3) Volunteer yourself and urge others to volunteer as a field, court or book herald at other events you attend. 
This courtesy will assist you in finding volunteers to help you at your group's events. 

4) Educate others about vocal heraldry and/or book heraldry. This can be for members of your own group, 
or of other groups. (This will hopefully give you a pool of people to add to your heraldic staff.) This 
education can be by one-on-one discussions or more formal classes. 

5) Write heraldic articles for your local newsletter. The subject of these articles (and classes) can range from, 
"These are the Basic Heraldic Terms" to "Here's the Secret to Better Voice Projection" to "Here's How to 
Run a Consulting Table." Or create a heraldic Word search game or find heraldic trivia to submit to the local 
newsletter. All are fun things to get members of your group thinking about heraldry. 
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Group Herald's Records 
compiled by Modar Neznanich 

 
The herald for a local group should retain a series of records of heraldic activities that have gone on in the 
group during their tenure and pass them on to their successor.  (If there are times when the branch does not 
have a group herald, the seneschal should retain the records until such time as a new group herald is found.)  
What records should be retained in these files?  The files should include: 
 
A copy of every heraldry report filed/sent to the regional or kingdom herald offices. 
 
A copy of the group's Order of Precedence (OP) compiled at the end of each year. 
 
A full copy of the submissions paperwork for every submission the group herald has sent in. Ideally there 
should be a separate file folder with this paperwork for each group member who has sent in a submission. 
 
A copy of each piece of armory registered by a group member and a notation of name registration for each 
member who has registered a primary name, alternate, household name, etc.  (This paperwork may be a 
photocopy from the kingdom armorial, a copy from the appropriate LoAR, a copy of the submission forms 
given to the local herald by a member who has sent in their own forms, etc.)  Again, ideally there should be a 
separate file folder with this paperwork for each group member who has sent in a submission. 
 
A copy of every piece of correspondence received about group submissions (this may be printed copies of 
emails).  
 
Copies of any financial forms, reports, etc utilized by the group heraldõs office. 
 
An up to date list of the heraldry and name books that are owned by the group, if any.  
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Section III 

 

General Information 
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Armory of Calontir 
 

Following are depictions and blazons of the armory (devices & badges) utilized by Calontir. 

 
Kingdom of Calontir 

Arms Registered January 1984 
 

Purpure, a cross of Calatrava, in chief a crown, within in 
bordure a laurel wreath Or 

 
Queen of Calontir 

Arms Registered October 1984 
 

Purpure, a cross of Calatrava, in chief a crown Or, 
within a wreath of roses lying as on a bordure argent 

 
Crown Prince of Calontir 

Arms Registered March 1985 
 

Purpure, a cross of Calatrava and in chief a  
crown within a bordure Or, overall a label throughout argent 

 
Crown Princess of Calontir 

Arms Registered October 1984 
 

Purpure, a cross of Calatrava, in chief a crown Or, 
within a wreath of trillium flowers lying as on a 

bordure argent 
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Order of the Boga Fyrd 

Badge Registered May 1990 
 

Sable, on a pile embattled between two strung longbows, 
strings to center, argent, a cross of Calatrava purpure 

 
Order of the Boga Hirth 
Badge Registered May 1990 

 
Per chevron embattled sable and argent, in pale two 
strung bows in saltire argent and a cross of Calatrava 

purpure 

 
Fyrd of Calontir 

Order of the Iren Fyrd 
Badge Registered October 1982 

 
Sable, on a pile embattled between two spears in pile argent a 

cross of Calatrava purpure 

 
Hirth of Calontir (Huscarls)  

Order of the Iren Hirth 
Badge Registered October 1982 

 
Per chevron embattled sable and argent, two 

battleaxes in saltire argent and a cross of Calatrava 
purpure 
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Order of the Golden Calon Swan 

Badge Registered October 1987 
 

Purpure, a swan naiant Or 

 
 

Order of the Calon Lily 
Badge Registered July 2001 

 
Per pale purpure and Or, a fleur-de-lys within a 

bordure counterchanged 

 
Order of the Torse 

Badge Registered December 1980 
 

(Fieldless) A torse with mantling in alternating bands  
of purpure and Or 

 
Order of the Calon Cross 
Badge Registered May 1990 

 
Or, a cross of Calatrava within a bordure purpure 
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Order of the Leather Mallet 

Badge Registered October 1982 
 

Purpure, on a pale dovetailed argent three  
leather mallets proper 

 
Order of the Silver Hammer 
Badge Registered October 1996 

 
Sable, a smith's hammer a bordure argent 

 
Order of the Sword of Calontir 
Badge Registered October 1982 

 
Sable, a sword inverted, the hilt and quillons a cross  

of Calatrava, within a bordure argent. 

 
Order of the Queen's Chalice 

Badge Registered May 1989 
 

Purpure, a chalice Or, charged with a  
Cross of Calatrava purpure 
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Order of the Keeper of the Flame 

Badge Registered October 1996 
 

Or, a flame purpure 

 
Calontir War College 

Badge Registered May 1990 
 

Purpure, masoned Or 

 
Kingdom of Calontir [Symbol of the Army] 

Badge Registered July 1988 
 

Purpure, a falcon striking within a bordure Or 

 
King's Compaignie of Archiers 
Badge Registered October 1984 

 
Purpure, a cross of Calatrava above three arrows 

reversed fesswise in pale Or 
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Kingdom of Calontir Brewers Guild 

Badge Registered April 2002 
 

Purpure, an amphora Or and a bordure argent. 

 

 
 

Calontir Cooks Guild 
Badge Registered April 2007 

 
Purpure, a cross of Calatrava and on a chief Or,  

three cooking pots purpure 

 
Kingdom of Calontir: Kestrel College 

Badge Registered July 2001 
 

(Fieldless) On a falcon close contourny purpure a cross  
of Calatrava Or 

 
Equestrian Guild of Calontir 
Badge Registered April 1990 

 
Purpure, a horse rampant to sinister argent  

between three crosses of Calatrava Or 
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Royal University of Scirhafoc [Main Badge] 
Badge Registered March 1985 

 
Purpure, on a pale between two hawk's lures Or a crane  

in its vigilance sable 

 
Royal University of Scirhafoc [Alternate Badge} 

Badge Registered January 1998 
 

Or, on a pale purpure three hawk's lures Or 

 
Royal University of Scirhavoc [Alternate Badge} 

Badge Registered January 1998 
 

Per pale Or and purpure, two cranes in their vigilance 
respectant counterchanged 

 
Royal University of Scirhafoc [Alternate Badge} 

Badge Registered October 1996 
 

Or, a crane in its vigilance a bordure purpure 
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Royal University of Scirhafoc [Alternate Badge} 
Badge Registered March 1997 

 
Argent, on a pale between two crosses of Calatrava azure a 

crane in its vigilance Or 

 
 

Calontir Waterbearers Guild 
Badge Registered January 1990 

 
Azure, on a two-handled jug fesswise reversed argent, 

distilling a goutte d'eau charged with a  
goutte de larme, a cross of Calatrava azure. 

 
Kingdom of Calontir 

Badge Registered September 1985 
 

Argent, a bat-winged bison volant sable 
 

A black demo-bison named Argent is  
a Totem-animal of Calontir. 

 

 
Clerk of the Chancery 

Badge Registered February 1986 
 

Sable, in pale a beardless man's head affronty  
and two pens in saltire Or 
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Order of the Iren Feran 

Badge Not Registered 
 

Sable, on a pale embattled between a spear and  
an axe argent a cross of Calatrava purpure. 

 
Given to folks of other kingdoms  

making them members of the Calon Army. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Order of the Falconõs Heart 
Badge Not Registered 

 
(Fieldless) A falcon Or maintaining in itõs claw  

a cross of Calatrava Or. 
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Kingdom of Calontir: Ensign 

Badge Registered April 1984 
 

Purpure, a cross of Calatrava Or. 
 

This may be used by any member of the populace 
of Calontir. When flown as a banner or used as heraldic 

display it denotes allegiance to the  
Kingdom of Calontir. 

 
This may also be used by recipients of an Award of 
Augmentation. Many recipients use this if the field  
of their heraldic device is a metal (Or or Argent). 

 
Kingdomn of Calontir: Standard Augmentation 

Badge Registered February 2008 
 

Purpure, a cross of Calatrava and a bordure Or. 
 

Many recipients of an Award of Augmentation use 
this if the field of their heraldic device is a color 

(Azure, Gules. Purpure, Sable or Vert). 
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Herald's Attire 
compiled by Modar Neznanich, Jadwiga Marina Majewska & Briana Etain MacKorkhill 

Traditions and law vary from Kingdom to Kingdom concerning the attire a herald may wear. In some 
Kingdoms a herald has to obtain a certain rank before they are allowed to wear a tabard, although a baldric is 
okay for any herald at any rank in any Kingdom. In Calontir, a herald or pursuivant of any rank may wear 
either a baldric or a tabard. 

The most common symbol used for the heralds in the SCA has been the insignia of the crossed gold 
trumpets. [Vert, two straight trumpets crossed in saltire, bells to chief, Or.] Although some places are 
switching to using the arms of the group (which emulates historical practice). Many are utilizing both. For 
baldrics, a green sash with the gold cross trumpets and a small shield with the group arms beneath it. For 
tabards, the front and back are composed of the group arms, with the sleeves being green with gold crossed 
trumpets on it. In Calontir, any of these practices may be utilized.  

It is important for vocal heralds to wear some kind of distinguishing garb to make them highly visible. (This is 
doubly important when heralding in combat situations!) So whenever you are performing the duties of a 
herald, but especially during formal tournaments and other occasions of "high estate" such as courts, you 
should have on your "greenwear". There is something satisfying in seeing heralds "in uniform," both for the 
heralds and for the populace. 

Another useful piece of heraldic "regalia" is a staff. Although not required, it can be extremely useful. It can 
be pounded on the floor, or waved in the air after a cry of "Oyez" to get attention, and it lends dignity to the 
herald. It can also be used as an emergency marshalling staff, should you be "overrun" at a tourney. However, 
a staff can get in the way when you are juggling a set of index cards on the tourney field, so the decision on 
whether to utilize one or not, is up to each individual herald.  A good heraldic staff is usually between five 
and six feet tall. It can be made from a natural piece of wood or made from a manufactured piece (such as a 
two-inch dowel used for stair railings). Some heralds use plain staves, other will decorate them to add to its 
appearance and overall effect. It can be decorated with green and gold ribbons, painted (plain or with 
designs), carved or have bells attached. Historically, a herald carried a white baton, many times with a knob 
on the ends. 

Another important accouterment is a pouch with index cards, pens, pencils, etc. If you always carry a few of 
these items with you it can help avoid a last-minute panic. 

Some suggestions for making heraldic paraphernalia: 

The baldric is the easiest to make. This is a simple green sash with crossed gold trumpets on the front. 
Additionally, your group arms can be added underneath the trumpets. It is a long rectangular piece that is 
usually worn from the left shoulder to the right hip, and pinned there. While some people will make these out 
of velvet or satin for a fancier appearance, it is suggest that you use a sturdy and washable material instead, 
such as broadcloth or trigger.  

A simple type of tabard is simply two yards of cloth, approximately shoulder width, sewn at the top with an 
opening for the head. A slight curving of the neckline is recommended, and ties at the side can help hold it in 
place when worn. The simplest are made of green cloth with the gold crossed trumpets on the front and 
back. In many areas, heralds use the device of their group instead. When a groupõs arms are used, many will 
then add cap sleeves that are green with gold crossed trumpets on them.. (The cap sleeve is a semi-circle with 
the straight edge sewn onto where the front and back pieces are sewn together at the shoulder.)  
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Why Register? 
compiled by Modar Neznanich, Jadwiga Marina Majewska & Briana Etain MacKorkhill 

One of the questions that a herald may be asked is, òWhy register?ó  Since it costs a fee, itõs only natural for 
people to inquire why they need to register their SCA name and/or armory.  First and foremost, realize that 
no one is ðrequiredð to register their name or their heraldry. But there are some good reasons for doing so. 
 
The primary reason for registration is Social Courtesy. The SCA is a polite and honorable society. We attempt 
to enrich our organization, add to its ambiance and extend respect to all. Registration assists in this by having 
oneõs name and armory added to the official rolls. This in turn allows the Crown, heralds and scribes to know 
what to call you and how to spell your name should you be granted an award. Additionally, registration allows 
you to be entered onto the Kingdomõs Armorial (Roll-of-Arms) thereby adding to the pageantry. And then 
there is the fact that registering shows you are committing yourself to the SCA and the ideals it is striving for. 
Because recording heraldic information is a period concept, the SCA strives to provide an opportunity for 
members to participate in that area, through the registration process.   
 
The secondary reason for registration is to Safeguard. Registration includes SCA-wide protection, meaning 
that no one else in the SCA can register exactly the same name or armory that you have. It also means that 
your name and heraldic design will be checked to make sure that you donõt infringe on someone elseõs design 
accidently, thus saving you from claiming to be someone youõre not.   Imagine a situation where youõve been 
in the SCA for ten years and have been using a heraldic design, but never got around to registering it. Over 
the years youõve placed the design on a lot of your things. Then one day while visiting another kingdom you 
see someone displaying a banner with your design on it. Upon investigation you discover this other gentle has 
recently registered the design, not knowing of you. You are now in the situation of having many items that 
you will need to change or replace because that design belongs to someone else. Registration is designed to 
prevent such things from happening. And yes, this has happenedésafeguard yourself by registering.   
 
The tertiary reason for registration is Education & Assimilation. By consulting with the heralds, researching 
valid heraldic designs and locating proper name documentation, a gentle can find themselves discovering 
aspects of the Middle Ages that they can utilize to maintain the authentic look and feel which enhances the 
SCA experience. Additionally registration may be a gentleõs first glimpse into the area of heraldry. This peek 
may lead to heraldry becoming an area of interest for them to learn about and participate in.  
 
Side-Notes:  
 
1.  A fairly common misconception of new members, that heralds should be aware of, is the belief that if you 
are a paid member, you have registered your name (because the Registrarõs office asks for a personõs SCA 
name and the membership card they receive has that name on it). Of course it is not the case that paying 
oneõs membership fee and getting a membership card means one has registered their name. The SCA 
Registrar will put any name you write on your membership form on your membership card. But the name 
Registrar and the phrase òregistering a nameó makes it sound like they should go togetheréhence part of the 
confusion. However, the Heraldõs Office has a reciprocal arrangement with the SCA Registrar's office: heralds 
don't accept membership applications and fees; and the Registrar doesn't register people's names and armory. 
This works out very well for the offices involved, but can sometimes confuse new members. 
 
2.  A person does not have to be a paid member of the SCA to register a name and/or armory. Any gentle 
may submit whether they are a paid member or not. HOWEVER, because the College of Arms' filing system 
is based on SCA Names and not real-world names, to submit armory (device and/or badge) a submitter must 
either have a name register or be submitting a name along with the armory. 
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Blanket Permission to Conflict 
compiled by Modar Neznanich & Briana Etain MacKorkhill 

 
 

What is a Blanket Permission to Conflict? This is when a gentle grants permission to the SCA College of 
Arms to allow other SCA members to register an item that would conflict with an item they have previously 
registered because it is very similar. This consent only gives permission to register items that are close to, but 
not exactly the same as, the item they have registered. So no completely identical registration would be 
possible.    
 
Why would someone wish to grant such permission? Because their perspective of uniqueness is not as 
stringent as the rules the SCA College of Arms has set. For example, by current SCA College of Arms 
precedent concerning names, Alianora de Grey would conflict with Eleanor the Gray. The given name 
Alysaundra conflicts with Alissende; Cairistiona conflicts with Christina; Ealasaid conflicts with Elzasif;  
and so on. If the bearer of a name does not feel variants of their name would be too close and intrude on 
them having name uniqueness, they can ðand shouldð grant blanket permission to conflict with their name. 
For many folks, as long as there is at least one letter different between names, they feel name uniqueness is 
maintained. 
 
Additionally the concept of name uniqueness is an artificial one found only within organizations like the SCA. 
In the historical world as well as the modern world, there were many people who shared names in common. 
Thus some gentles in the SCA feel that there is no need to have any sort of name uniqueness, that to do so 
takes away an aspect of periodness.  
 
Blanket Permission to Conflict can also be granted for heraldic devices and badges a person has registered. 
Again the question of why someone would want to provide such permission comes up. Well as an example, 
by current SCA College of Arms precedent concerning armory, òPer pale gules and argent, an estoille sableó 
conflicts with òPer fess Or and azure, an estoille sableó. To many folk visually there is quite a bit of difference 
between the two designs because one has a background split left and right while the other is split top and 
bottom and the background tinctures are completely different. However by the SCA Heraldic Rules for 
Submission which is based on how (later-period) cadency differences were determined, only one difference is 
granted between the two, no matter how many changes are made to the background. 
 
For many people, as long as there is at least one visual different between heraldic designs, they feel armory 
uniqueness is maintained. If the bearer of a particular piece of heraldry does not feel that variants of their 
design with only one difference does not intrude on them having armory uniqueness, they can ðand shouldð 
grant blanket permission to conflict with their design.  
 
Now, several reasons why some may want to grant such permission have been given. But realize that many 
people like having very unique names and/or armory.  There is nothing wrong with that. While gentles 
should be made aware of the option to grant Blanket Permission to Conflict so they can decide if they would 
like to, they should not be pressured to give such permission. The choice is up to each individual to make. 
One of the wonderful things about the SCA is that there is room for many visions.  
 
Examples of forms for Blanket Permission to Conflict as per Appendix D of the Administrative Handbook 
of the CoA follow.  
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Blanket Permission to Conflict 

For Name 

I, [Name], known in the SCA as [Society name] waive the full protection of my registered name 
"[Registered name]". I grant permission to any future submitter to register a name that is (not identical 
to/at least a syllable different from) my registered name. I understand that this permission can be 
withdrawn by written notice to the Laurel Sovereign of Arms, but that conflicting items registered while 
it is in force will remain registered. 

[Date] [Signature of [Name]] 

For Fielded Armory 

I, [Name], known in the SCA as [Society name] waive the full protection of my registered armory 
"[Blazon of registered armory]". I grant permission to any future submitter to register armory that is (not 
identical to|at least one countable step different from) my registered armory. I understand that this 
permission can be withdrawn by written notice to the Laurel Sovereign of Arms, but that conflicting 
items registered while it is in force will remain registered. 

[Date] [Signature of [Name]] 

For Fieldless Armory: 

I, [Name], known in the SCA as [Society name] waive the full protection of my registered armory 
"[Blazon of registered armory]". I grant permission to any future submitter to register armory that is not 
identical to my registered armory. I understand that this permission can be withdrawn by written notice 
to the Laurel Sovereign of Arms, but that conflicting items registered while it is in force will remain 
registered. 

[Date] [Signature of [Name]] 

Note that a blanket permission to conflict will under no circumstances allow the registration of identical 
names or armory. 
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Heraldic Wills 
compiled by Modar Neznanich & Briana Etain MacKorkhill 

 
One of the areas that few people think about is what will happen with the names and armory they register 
once they are no longer on this mortal earth. Heralds should make sure that folks are aware that they have the 
right to determine what happens to their registered items.  Itõs possible that some people will not be 
concerned with the matter. For others, however, they will have a specific desire about how the issue should 
be handled. For these gentiles, they need to be made aware of the regulations concerning Heraldic Wills.   
 
The Administrative Handbook of the College of Arms of the SCA in section IV.G. states: 

Heraldic Wills - The owner of any registered item may execute a heraldic will, which is a statement of 
transfer that specifically transfers registered items to another at the owner's death. (See Appendix D for a 
standard form for a heraldic will.) 

1. Any person may designate a heraldic heir. The heraldic will must bear the Society and legal name 
of the owner, be signed by the legal name of the owner, adequately describe the item(s) being 
transferred by the heraldic will, and adequately identify (include both) the legal and Society (where 
appropriate) name of the person who is authorized to accept transfer of the item(s). The owner need 
not transfer all registered armory or registered names to a single recipient upon the owner's death, 
but may allocate names, arms and badges to different persons. 

2. The heraldic will may be filed during the lifetime of the owner, in which case the owner sends a 
copy of the will to the principal herald and to the Laurel Sovereign of Arms; or after the death of the 
owner, in which case the "heraldic heir" must include the original or a certified copy of the heraldic 
will with the transfer submission. In either case, the submission must be included in a letter of intent. 
If the heraldic will is registered with Laurel before death, it may be altered at any point up to the 
owner's death by executing a new heraldic will. 

3. Upon the actual death of the owner, the designated heir may ask for a transfer of the item(s) willed 
to that designated heir. The submission is handled as any other transfer, except that instead of the 
letter extending the transfer and accepting the transfer, the submitter notes the existence of the 
heraldic will and the death of the prior owner. 

The new submitter must establish personal entitlement to use any restricted or reserved element 
contained in any armory transferred. 

4. If, upon the death of the owner of registered items in the Society, no heraldic will has been 
located, then the Personal Representative/Executor or the residual property heirs of the owner under 
the laws of the state of the owner's death have the right to give permission to conflict, release the 
items, or transfer the items as these heirs deem appropriate. 

5. If a heraldic will is registered with Laurel Sovereign, the person designated as heir may register a 
cadenced version of the armory without needing to obtain further letters of permission to conflict 
from the owner. If the owner changes the heraldic will, the new heir may also register a cadenced 
version, but may be obligated to obtain permission to conflict from the former designated heir just as 
they would from any other person with conflicting armory. 

6. If more than one person designates the same person as heraldic heir to their devices, the heir may 
display, but not register, these devices quartered and differenced. 
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A couple of standard forms for a heraldic will as per Appendix D of the Administrative Handbook of the 
CoA follow. Note that portions (such as the general release of an item) may be taken out if it does not apply. 

Heraldic Will Sample #1 

I [Legal name of owner], known in the Society for Creative Anachronism, Incorporated (SCA) as [SCA 
name of owner] leave to [legal name of heraldic heir], known in the SCA as [SCA name of heraldic heir, if 
any] my (name/armory) registered in the SCA, ([name to be transferred]/blazoned as [blazon of armory 
to be transferred]. 

I [Legal name of owner], known in the Society for Creative Anachronism, Incorporated (SCA) as [SCA 
name of owner] release the following names and armory registered to me in the SCA [insert list of all 
names or armories to be released] 

[Date] [Signature of [Name]] 
 

Heraldic Will Sample #2 

I [Legal name of owner], known in the Society for Creative Anachronism, Incorporated (SCA) as [SCA 
name of owner] wish to make the following determinations to my name(s) and/or armory upon my death 
as below: 

[select options as desired; items may be split amongst multiple people or released entirely] 

- transfer to [legal name of heraldic heir], known in the SCA as [SCA name of heraldic heir, if any] my 
[name/armory] registered in the SCA, [insert name or "blazoned as [insert blazon of armory]]. 

- release the following [name/armory] registered to me in the SCA [insert list of all names or armories to 
be released] 

[Date] [Signature of [Name]] 
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Event Management ð So You Want to Have a Heraldic Symposium 
by Baroness Briana Etain MacKorkhill 

 
 

What is a Heraldic Symposium? 
While this type of specialty event is many times called a Heraldic Symposium, it is by tradition usually a 
Heraldic AND Scribal Symposium. There are several reasons these two activities are associated together 
including the fact that it is the heralds who read the scroll texts of the awards that the Royalty present. 
Additionally, many times it is a research herald who crafts the text that the scribes will utilize in the 
wonderful, beautiful scrolls they will create. In some kingdoms, the officer who is in charge of overseeing 
scroll production falls under the office of the kingdom herald. And, in some kingdoms, the Principal Herald 
of the kingdom must verify any coat-of-arms placed on a scroll and/or sign the scroll along with the Crown. 
Thus the two activities are linked. 
 
A Heraldic & Scribal Symposium is an event where classes are taught on a variety of topics that center on 
heraldry and the scribal arts. Additionally, there will be round-table discussions, keynote presentations and 
displays dealing with this focus. There will also be informal gatherings of participants to discuss matters and 
possibly merchants with wares suited to the symposiumõs theme. 
 
Running a Heraldic & Scribal Symposium 
Your group is discussing holding a Heraldic & Scribal Symposium and you had to leave the room for a 
moment. When you get back, you discover that you are now the autocrat of the event. What do you do? 
 
First, donõt panic. Being autocrat is not really all that hard if you remember a couple of things: 

Organization is your friendé 

 
Organization is the key to a less stressful event. There is never an event that goes off without some little thing 
going wrong. The trick is to make sure that the situation is handled quietly and quickly. 

AND you donõt have to do everything yourself! 

 
Others in the group can do some aspects and actually are eager to help ð they just donõt know what to do to 
help. Delegate. Have lots of deputies. This applies to a kingdom-level symposium, but even more so if it is a 
Known World symposium. Some areas to consider having a deputy for include: troll coordinator (organizes 
check-in table needs), class wrangler (schedules classes), transport wrangler (organizes rides if you have guest 
instructors flying in), A&S display coordinator (organizes display of scrolls & heraldic items), food liaison 
(assists attendees with finding local eating places), proceedings editor (handles creation & distribution of 
proceedings of a Known World symposium) and site steward (to handle spills, site problems, etc). For each 
activity the symposium will have, try to have someone local to oversee that particular aspect. This does two 
things: first it allows people to fill those positions and thereby gain experience if they have not autocrated 
before and second it splits up the work so no one is overwhelmed and overworked. Additionally, some 
deputy positions may want to recruit a staff of people to assist them, so the work is spread out over the 
course of the symposium. 
 
Authorization 
First and foremost, check with the Kingdom Principal Herald about hosting the event. Whether this is for a 
kingdom-level symposium or a Known World symposium, approval should first be obtained from the 
Principal Herald as they are the person who is responsible for heraldic activities in the kingdom. Additionally, 
the Principal Herald may have certain requirements that need to be met to have the symposium. To host a 
Known World Heraldic and Scribal Symposium (KWHSS), some kingdoms require additional approval by 
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the Kingdom Seneschal and/or the Crown. The Principal Herald may prefer to be the one to contact these 
individuals, or may leave it up to the autocrat; check with the Principal Herald to determine how they wish to 
handle this aspect. Also realize that for a Known World symposium, you have to òget all your ducks in a rowó 
then create a bid that is presented to the SCA College of Arms. The Laurel Sovereign of Arms and staff will 
review all bids and select one for the next KWHSS. 
 
Date 
Check the Kingdom calendar for an open date well in advance. This should be at least 6 months in advance 
for a kingdom-level symposium and a year in advance for a Known World symposium. Once a possible date 
is determined, check with the Principal Herald to verify that the date is good with them. Nothing would be 
more embarrassing than having a heraldic symposium on a date when your kingdomõs heraldic representative 
cannot be present. Once a date is confirmed, have your seneschal contact the Kingdom Reeve to see about 
reserving the date for your event. 

Budget 

Check with your exchequer about approximate cost. Consider how many people may attend, then use that 
number multiplied by an average site fee cost and that will give you what you can go up to in renting a site. 
Example: say you figure that about 100 people attend and your site fee is $8. That means that your site cost 
should not go over $800. Less is much better. Try to also bear in mind that non-members are always charged 
an extra $3 so you donõt want it to become too expensive. 

Site selection 

When considering potential sites, be sure that your site has all the accommodations that you need to 
adequately meet your needs. Some basic needs are: 
 
A large common room for people to meet and gather in between taking classes, so they can talk and interact 
with one another. Hallways are really not adequate for this. 
 
Determine if you want to have an inn or even a feast after the dayõs activities. If you are going to need to have 
kitchen facilities, it is best to take that into account before settling on a site. 
 
Adequate number of bathrooms and changing areas if possible. It is surprising how often this basic need is 
overlooked.  
 
If you are going to offer classes, youõll need classrooms. Open air areas are not good for use as places to have 
classes. Sound does not travel well in such spaces, making teaching and discussion difficult; people just going 
by are a distraction and utilizing any sort of audio-visual equipment is extremely difficult. So be sure to have 
enough rooms to handle the number of classes you want to present. When checking out sites, if you are 
presented with extremely large spaces, see if the site has a means of dividing the area up into make-shift 
classrooms such as with folding/sliding walls or moveable temporary wall sections. 
 
Having merchants is a wonderful plus to a symposium. If you are going to have folks merchanting, make sure 
there is adequate space for them to set up with room left over for gentles to be looking at the wares and other 
people still be able to get by them. Nothing is worse than having merchants squeezed into narrow hallways 
which participants use to get between classes and things becoming bottle-necked as some people are looking 
at wares and others are trying to quickly get to their class. 
 
Find out if the mundane authorities have any special requirements on the site usage. When to pick up and 
deliver the key and site rental money, time to be finished, any alarms that need to be set, how to set the 
temperature controls for heating or air conditioning, any limitations on certain floors such as no boots, food 
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or drinks, etc. Be extra sure to check about whether alcoholic beverages are allowed on site, many a site has 
been lost because of this last one. 
 
Be sure and set aside a nice room for a privy chamber for the Royals, if They are going to be in attendance. It 
is actually best if you can have one for Their Majesties and one for Their Highnesses if possible. Remember 
that They are often going to be very busy and will need a local liaison to coordinate court (if itõs a kingdom-
level symposium) and other activities. It is also suggested that you contact Their chamberlains prior to the 
event for food allergies and other special needs that They might require. Providing lunch for them is 
customary and a real touch of class. They work very hard to keep our dream alive and this is a small way to 
express your appreciation that They chose to attend your event. Along these lines, it is also a good idea to 
provide close, reserved parking spots for the Royals and have some people ready to help carry the heavy 
thrones and other regalia that They bring with Them. 
 
You have a site now, whatõs next? 
Once you have settled on a site, there is still more to be done. This is the time to work out a rough schedule 
of the dayõs planned activities. As new activities are determined, be sure you have a deputy to oversee it. As 
time goes on, check in regularly with your deputies and get progress reports on setup and any materials 
needed for the activities. If someone needs help, be sure they know that all they need to do is let you know. 
Keep notes as to the progress from each so that you know that each aspect is covered. Some areas are easier 
to set up than others, so be sure and ask for volunteers to help each deputy. This really pays off when the day 
rolls around and you have everything under control.  
 
Approval 
Now that youõve got a date, arranged a site, determined a budget and a preliminary schedule, present the 
information to the Principal Herald for final approval. For a Known World symposium bid, make sure youõve 
met all the requirements the SCA College of Arms has. Information on this can be located on the Society 
Heraldõs webpage at: http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/laurel/kwhsart.html  
 
Filling O ut the Classes 
Once you have approval (or had your bid accepted in the case of a Known World symposium) itõs time to get 
instructors to teach classes, discussion leaders to head up round-table talks and possibly a keynote speaker. 
Consider asking for time in court at events to announce you are looking for instructors. Also make use of any 
e-lists your kingdom may have for heralds, scribes and general announcements to ask for teachers. Utilize the 
SCA-wide heraldõs list SCAHRLDS to announce the need for teachers also. This is good for kingdom-level 
symposiums as well as Known World symposiums because gentles from neighboring kingdoms may wish to 
come teach. Also talk to heralds and scribes at events you attend and se if they would consider teaching a 
class or two.  
 
As classes come in, work on developing tracks or areas of focus in particular classrooms. For example, having 
a series of vocal classes all in Room A, a series of name research classes in Room B, classes geared to new 
heralds in Room C, classes geared to new scribes in Room D, and so forth. Try not to schedule classes on 
similar topics against each other. 
 
Do not schedule anything against the Principal Heraldõs opening event address (if applicable) or against a 
keynote speakerõs presentation or against a heraldic roadshow. 
 

About 4-5 months prior to your event 

Remember that to be an official Kingdom event, the event flyer must run in the kingdom newsletter for 2 
months prior to the event. If this is not met, the Crown may not be able to hold court and hand out awards, a 
real disservice to all your hard working members. Additionally, the more times your event is advertised in the 
kingdom newsletter, the more attendants youõre likely to get, thus making your event more successful. So the 

http://heraldry.sca.org/heraldry/laurel/kwhsart.html
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flyer must make the newsletter deadline for submission, which is 2 months prior to the first month that you 
want it to run in. There is a cost to run your flyer so be sure to check for the most current fees and 
submission deadline. 
   
Some points to remember about your flyer:   

    Use a clear font for text on your flyer so when it is reproduced, people can still read it. 

    Include clear directions to the site from all points in the kingdom. 

    Try to include a brief idea about the theme and a tentative schedule of activities. 

    Make the date, site address and site fee prominent on the flyer. 
 
About 1 month prior to your event 
Check in with all your deputies and see if they have any questions or last minute problems. 

Night Before 

Setting up the site the night before is ideal. Before moving tables and chairs into the configuration that you 
want to utilize, carefully map out where everything was when you arrived. I cannot stress this enough. Sites 
really appreciate the thoughtfulness of leaving the site the way you found it. This also allows you the 
opportunity to go through everyoneõs responsibilities and checking off that each is covered.  Remember, 
those attending your event are not acquainted with the site as you are. Make lots of signs. Make them legible 
and large, at least 8x11 for each room. This helps you too, because then people donõt have to ask a local for 
directions all the time and you can attend to your dayõs duties. 

Day of the Event 

On the day of the event, there are some key responsibilities that many forget to think about. Make sure that 
doors that are supposed to be locked stay that way and those that should be unlocked get unlocked first 
thing. I always try to be on site at least 1 hour before the doors are scheduled to open for an event because 
there is always some last minute thing that needs attending and it allows you a chance to get organized and 
ready to take on the day. One other responsibility needs to be shared with all the members of your group: 
police the bathrooms during the day. Be sure that supplies are ready to be replenished as need.  
 
Once the doors open, the event takes on a life of its own. That doesnõt mean that you can just sit back and do 
nothing. No way. It means that all your preplanning will fall in place and you can tend to the ònowó things - 
the small things that can pop up no matter what. 
 
Well prior to court (if there is a court), ask the chamberlain for either Their Majesties or Their Highnesses if 
you might be added to the court agenda to address the populace. Thank the Royalty for attending the event, 
thank all the populace for attending the event and thank your deputies and helpers for all their help. This 
public acknowledgement is not only courteous, but it helps get your group members recognition. 

After the Event 

The event is over. Time to go home? Not just yet. Cleanup crews need to restore the site to the way it was 
before you took it over. Use the maps that were made for each room to reset the chairs and tables. Be sure to 
vacuum or sweep each room. Take any trash out to the dumpsters and replace the liners with fresh ones. 
Check the site over for any lost & found. Be sure to clean up the bathrooms and turn off lights when you are 
finished with a room/area. If the kitchen was used, clean it thoroughly. Try to leave the site cleaner than 
when you got it. It is the SCA way.  
 
Lastly, be extra sure to thank all your deputies and helpers again for all their hard work. A well-run event is 
not just the effort of the autocrat but all the people who have contributed to make an enjoyable event for all 
who attended.  
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Vocal Heraldry: Overview 
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Vocal Heraldry  
compiled by Modar Neznanich, Jadwiga Marina Majewska & Briana Etain MacKorkhill 

Vocal or voice heraldry is the art of passing information to the populace via cries, shouts and projection. 
Vocal heralds have many areas they can participate in. Among the vocal heraldry activities are the focuses of: 

A.   Event heraldry   (making general announcements)  

B.   Field heraldry   (calling competitors to the list field(s), announcing round match-ups, etc.)  

C.   Feast heraldry   (announcing courses, introducing entertainment, etc.)  

D.   Court heraldry   (acting as the Voice of Royalty, calling people into court, reading awards, etc.) 
 

Getting started in Vocal Heralding 

If you are interested in getting started in voice heraldry, once you get to an event ask for the vocal herald in 
charge. Inform them that you are new, but interested and would like to team up with a more experienced 
herald to learn. They should be able to pair you up with someone to act as a "mentor" or "teacher." It is 
suggested that you have 3x5 cards at the ready to write down any information you might not remember. This 
is a necessary teaching device. Do not be embarrassed to use it. Even experienced and senior heralds will 
have such cards ready, just in case. Watch closely what the experienced herald does and feel free to ask 
questions. When it finally comes your turn to try, ask the experienced herald to stand close by and afterwards 
to offer advice on what you can do to improve. Youõll discover that learning this aspect of heraldry is easy 
and fun, and that soon youõll be off on your own, providing a valuable service to the SCA. 
 

General Advice  

These tips refer to doing any kind of vocal heraldry. 

1. Projection 

To be a good vocal herald the primary requirement is the ability to be heard, understood, and maintain your 
voice over long periods of heralding. To accomplish this you need to be able to project the way actors and 
singers do. 

A main factor in good projection is posture. By standing straight, with your stomach in and head up, you 
allow your diaphragm to do most of the work. The diaphragm is composed of a wall of muscles under your 
lungs. As with any muscle group, exercise (practice) tones the muscles. The only way to avoid abusing your 
larynx is by using your diaphragm to push the air from the bottom of your lungs upward. Additionally you get 
the advantage of creating a resonating chamber with this method, which in turn helps your voice carry. The 
air flow through your vocal cords (actually the vocal folds - the long, narrow, rounded flaps of tissue in your 
larynx is what gives vocalization to your words). It is very important for a vocal herald to master breath 
control. 

Another factor of projection is timbre or pitch. Timbre is created by the vocal folds. The rate of vibration of 
the folds is what causes different sounds and pitches. Shouting causes these muscles to tighten and strain. It is 




